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Neglect - a condition in which a parent or caregiver responsible for a child under the age of 18 either deliberately, or by chronic disregard permits the child to experience avoidable present suffering and/or fails to provide one or more of the components generally deemed essential for developing a person’s physical, intellectual, social, and emotional capacity.


Warning Signs:


· Lack of adult supervision


·  Children younger than 8 should never be left alone.


· Children between 9 and 12 can be left alone for short periods of time (no more than 2 hours).  Children who are left alone should know the family’s emergency plan, parents’ or caretakers’ telephone numbers at home and at work, and when and how to access 911.


· Mature children, age thirteen and over, may be left alone and may baby-sit.  EXCEPTION:  An older child who has a special disability or condition should not be left alone.


· Unsafe living environment


· Poor hygiene


· Lack of medical attention for infections or injuries


· Child appears malnourished


· Untreated medical problems- Parents or caretakers may neglect to provide the child with medication (e.g. an asthmatic child with no medication).

· Sleeping space (i.e. does child have a designated space to sleep that is clean and hazard free?)


· Type and amount of food in the house


· Accessibility of drugs and/or alcohol


· Hazards in the home


· Gas leaks


· Electrical hazards


· Broken glass, doors, stairs


· Abandoned appliances


· Unattended pools or access to water


· Cleanliness and sanitation of the home


· Bug or rodent infestation


· Withholding educational/cognitive learning


· Impacting emotional/psychological well-being


· Abandonment or rejection of the child 




Physical Abuse - physical injury or death inflicted upon a child under the age of 18 by a parent or caretaker by other than accidental means. 

Physical injury is bodily harm or hurt, such as bruises, welts, fractures, burns, cuts, or internal injuries, but excluding mental distress, fright, or emotional disturbance.  


Warning Signs:


· Injury is inconsistent with the mechanism described.

· Repeated law enforcement and emergency calls are made to the same address.

· The parents or caretakers seem inappropriately concerned.

· The parents or caretakers may deny that anything is happening and refuse access to the child.

· The child and the parents give conflicting stories about the incident.

· The child is afraid to discuss how the injury occurred.






Sexual Abuse - maltreatment that occurs when a parent or another adult uses a child under the age of 18 for the sexual stimulation of that adult or another person.

Sexual Exploitation is a form of maltreatment in which a child’s parent or caretaker allows, permits, encourages, or requires a child under the age of 18 years to engage in sexual acts for the stimulation and/or gratification of adults or in prostitution as defined by law; or allows, permits, encourages, or requires a child to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing any visual or print medium.


Warning Signs:


· Home is crowded with strangers, and acquaintances are coming and going


· Drug or alcohol abuse is present


· Inadequate supervision


· Poor choices of surrogate caretakers or baby-sitters


· Inappropriate sleeping arrangements
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Neglect - a condition in which a parent or caregiver responsible for a child under 
the age of 18 either deliberately, or by chronic disregard permits the child to 
experience avoidable present suffering and/or fails to provide one or more of the 
components generally deemed essential for developing a person’s physical, 
intellectual, social, and emotional capacity. 
 
Warning Signs: 
 
¾ Lack of adult supervision 
 
�  Children younger than 8 should never be left alone. 
� Children between 9 and 12 can be left alone for short periods of time (no more 

than 2 hours).  Children who are left alone should know the family’s emergency 
plan, parents’ or caretakers’ telephone numbers at home and at work, and when 
and how to access 911. 

� Mature children, age thirteen and over, may be left alone and may baby-sit.  
EXCEPTION:  An older child who has a special disability or condition should not 
be left alone. 

  
¾ Unsafe living environment 
¾ Poor hygiene 
¾ Lack of medical attention for infections or injuries 
¾ Child appears malnourished 
¾ Untreated medical problems- Parents or caretakers may neglect to provide the child 

with medication (e.g. an asthmatic child with no medication). 
¾ Sleeping space (i.e. does child have a designated space to sleep that is clean and 

hazard free?) 
¾ Type and amount of food in the house 
¾ Accessibility of drugs and/or alcohol 
¾ Hazards in the home 
� Gas leaks 
� Electrical hazards 
� Broken glass, doors, stairs 
� Abandoned appliances 
� Unattended pools or access to water 

¾ Cleanliness and sanitation of the home 
¾ Bug or rodent infestation 
¾ Withholding educational/cognitive learning 
¾ Impacting emotional/psychological well-being 
¾ Abandonment or rejection of the child  
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Physical Abuse - physical injury or death inflicted upon a child under the age of 
18 by a parent or caretaker by other than accidental means. Physical injury is 
bodily harm or hurt, such as bruises, welts, fractures, burns, cuts, or internal 
injuries, but excluding mental distress, fright, or emotional disturbance.   

 
Warning Signs: 
 
¾ Injury is inconsistent with the mechanism described. 
¾ Repeated law enforcement and emergency calls are made to the same address. 
¾ The parents or caretakers seem inappropriately concerned. 
¾ The parents or caretakers may deny that anything is happening and refuse access to 

the child. 
¾ The child and the parents give conflicting stories about the incident. 
¾ The child is afraid to discuss how the injury occurred. 
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Sexual Abuse - maltreatment that occurs when a parent or another adult uses a 
child under the age of 18 for the sexual stimulation of that adult or another 
person. 
 
Sexual Exploitation is a form of maltreatment in which a child’s parent or 
caretaker allows, permits, encourages, or requires a child under the age of 18 
years to engage in sexual acts for the stimulation and/or gratification of adults or 
in prostitution as defined by law; or allows, permits, encourages, or requires a 
child to engage in sexually explicit conduct for the purpose of producing any 
visual or print medium. 
 
Warning Signs: 
 

o Home is crowded with strangers, and acquaintances are coming and going 
o Drug or alcohol abuse is present 
o Inadequate supervision 
o Poor choices of surrogate caretakers or baby-sitters 
o Inappropriate sleeping arrangements 
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